Proverbs Lesson on
Advice
Proverbs 15:22
“Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.”
Gettysburg was the turning point of the Civil War. 

· It was the Union’s first decisive victory over the Army of Virginia led by General Robert E. Lee.

· He had led his forces into the northern states taking an offensive posture in the war.

· When the Union army followed him into Pennsylvania, he found a spot on the map where several roads joined at an intersection called Gettysburg.

· General Lee did not know the number of Union soldiers he was facing. 

· These numbers should have been discovered and reported by his cavalry leader Jeb Stuart, but he was nowhere to be found.

· Stuart, without orders from General Lee, had decided to go on a raiding expedition. 

· The cavalry was the eyes of the army. Without the counsel of his cavalry leader Lee was blind.

· Unprepared, Lee went on to lose the battle at Gettysburg. It was just the victory Lincoln had been looking for
Proverbs 11:14
“For lack of guidance a nation falls but many advisers make victory sure.”
In the life of a disciple we need eyes all around us (we are in a spiritual battle, not against flesh and blood but against the dark forces of this world).

A. We need our cavalry “brothers & sisters” giving us advice and counsel

B. They tell us where the enemy is and how strong his forces are.

C. They help equip us to do battle with the enemy.

D. They fortify us when we’re lacking in zeal

E. We need these people in our lives.
Five Lessons to Learn about Advice
#1. Seek Help
Proverbs 14:12
“There is a way that seems right to a man but in the end it leads to death”
Proverbs 18:15
“The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, the ears of the wise seek it out”
If we were going to buy a car for the 1st time, most of us would seek a lot of advice.

· We would ask others what kind of interest rate we should look for, how many miles per gallon, the resale value, look at consumer reports, etc…

· We go to counselors for help (family & career), therapist, on and on

Question: Why do we seek out spiritual help in our lives like we do so many other areas?
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If we need help in other areas (that’s good) surely our spiritual life is more important because it has an eternal destination (good or bad)

· We need to find people who are spiritually mature and gone through such experiences in life

· These men and women can give us godly advice that will help us mature spiritually
Discipling relationship isn’t just a good idea it’s one key to our spiritual victory
#2. Advisors bring victory
Proverbs 11:14
“For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make victory sure”
Proverbs 25:12
“Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise man’s rebuke to a listening ear”
We all want to succeed; we all want to be winners.

· The Bible gives us the formula for success - - -  “seek advice”
Question: If Jesus didn’t try to do it on his own why do we think we can?

· Jesus spent time (transfiguration) with Moses & Elijah

· Jesus spent time with his father daily (early in the morning and late at night)

· Jesus even had 12 disciples around him for years
Note: The best athletes in the world need coaches and trainers

1. Baseball = the pitching coach can look at a picture throw and determine mistakes on sight

2. Football = you have a specialty coach for every position 

3. School = tutors for different subjects
Victory comes from seeking and accepting advice
#3. Without instruction, bad things happen
Proverbs 19:27
“Stop listening to instruction my son and you will stray from the words of knowledge”
Proverbs 21:16
“A man who strays from the path of understanding comes to rest in the company of the dead”

Sometimes were just think-headed (we know what’s best)

· We have to learn things the hard way. 

· People can warn us that we’re headed down the wrong path but we just have to journey that path for ourselves before we learn
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#4. Without instruction, you hurt others

Proverbs 10:17
“He who heeds discipline shows the way to life, but whoever ignores correction leads others astray”
John Donne wrote,
“No man is an island entirely to himself, every man is a piece of the Continent, a part of the main”
When (in our independence) we disregard godly advice, we hurt others as well as ourselves. 

· We set an example which by action and attitude say that we do not need others in our lives
#5. Without instruction we are stupid

Proverbs 12:1
“Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid”
The Bible uses the word “stupid”. 

· It’s found only four times in the NIV (Job 18:3, Proverbs 12:1, Ecclesiastes 10:3, 2 Timothy 2:23)
· In proverbs it refers to the person who hates correction (pride makes us stupid)

· When we are unwilling to receive godly correction we are trusting our own way over that of our advisors (this type of pride makes us stupid)
Example:
· Physically: We have an illness = we go see an expert doctor, to ignore his advice and handle the situation on our own would be stupid

· Spiritually: We face temptations and challenging situations = we should seek advice from spiritually minded people (they may advice us something simple like, read these scriptures or something radical like change jobs) but to ignore experienced spiritual advice would be stupid

Even if you don’t like it (pray about it, get another “experienced” opinion)
Victory comes from this approach to solving our spiritual problems.
Challenge: How do you respond when someone challenges you?
Type A: 
Listens on the outside (even nod your head “yes”) but on the inside all systems are shut down.
Type B: 
You are calm on the outside but on the inside you’re steaming mad ready to explode and interrupt (who do they think they are)
Type C: 
Listens and really tries to understand (learn) not just say OK but embrace the input to become a better disciple
Proverbs 27:5, Proverbs 15:31, Proverbs 29:1
